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Text:
1 John 5:10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not 
God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 11: And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12: He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13: These things have I 
written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

Introduction
What happens when a person repents and believes the Gospel? What happens in salvation for 
the Christian! When we repent and believe the gospel, a hundred things happen to us, and we 
discover those things progressively and only gradually. When I first got saved, I had no idea that 
there was so much in store for believers like me. At first, all I know was that my sins have been 
forgiven and that I am assured of entrance to Heaven. But as I grew in my faith and knowledge 
of God’s Word, I found out that salvation is so much more than forgiveness of sin and entrance to 
Heaven. Isn’t that what we read in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him.” God has so much for us and thank God He has revealed these things to us 
by His Spirit through His Word.

So, what happens when one believes on the Lord Jesus Christ? Let me name just a few—
forgiveness of sin, cursed removed, no longer condemned, reconciled with God, justified, 
redeemed, adopted, regenerated, sanctified, obtained eternal life, joint heir with Christ, a child of 
God, a citizen of Heaven, a new creature in Christ, servant of God, indwelt by Christ by the Holy 
Spirit, became a member of the body of Christ, access to God, peace with God, peace of God, 
joy, freedom, hope, purpose, and so much more. There is so much blessings that God has given 
us at salvation and there is so much more that awaits us. No wonder Paul could say in Ephesians 
1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:” As believers in Christ we are blessed beyond 
measure! But the best is yet to come!

This morning I want to talk about one particular blessing that we received at salvation and that 
is Eternal Life. The term ‘eternal life’ is a central in the mind of the apostle John. According to 
him, the very purpose the Gospel of John was written was “that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” (John 20:31)



Here in First John, a letter that John wrote, he says this, “These things have I written unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” (1 John 5:13)
As we shall see life and eternal life are synonymous. They are used interchangeably. Eternal 
life is central in the mind of the apostle John.

Then our Lord Jesus, speaking about the purpose of His coming says, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) Jesus Christ the only 
begotten Son of God came down from heaven to give eternal life.

One of the most familiar passages of Scripture about eternal life is John 3:16 where it says, “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” One of the things we are told in this verse is that 
God sent His only begotten Son so that we would not perish. But that’s not all what John 3:16 is 
saying. Many people have mistakenly placed a period after the word “perish,” and have the idea 
that the goal of salvation is that we would not to perish and to avoid hell, PERIOD. Don’t get 
me wrong, I believe that not perishing in hell is an important part of what Jesus Christ came to 
do. He accomplished that by dying on the cross paying the debt for all our sins, past, present, and 
future. But that’s not all, there is so much more to the Gospel than that. It is true that Jesus died 
for our sins, and it is true that if we believe on Jesus, we will not perish, but John 3:16 says “that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

The complete and real message of John 3:16 is that God not only wants to deliver us from Hell, 
but ultimately, He also wants to give you and me eternal life. The Lord Jesus Christ came from 
Heaven to bring the wonderful gift of eternal life. Now what does eternal life mean? 
Understanding the term ‘eternal life’ is of great importance to the Christian life. The Bible has 
so much to say about eternal life, and that what I want to speak to you about today and next 
Sunday.

What is Eternal Life?
1 John 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.
John will describe what eternal life is and he said this is the record. This is the testimony. These 
are the facts. This is what God Himself has declared as truth—truth about eternal life that He 
wants us to know and believe. 

1. Eternal Life is a gift of God 
1 John 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.
Eternal life first of all is a gift. It is given. It is given by God the Creator and Giver of life. None 
of us possesses eternal life naturally. The Bible is clear, that we all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. And for that reason, we are all spiritually dead, that is, we are spiritually 



separated from God and if we die in our sins unforgiven, eternal death in hell is our eternal 
destiny. 

The Apostle Paul declares in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death ...” 
‘‘Death’’ here is so much more than physical death. It means separation from God and from all 
His blessings. There are many good and pleasant things in this life that we enjoy, such as family, 
friends, food, music, arts, nature, etc. But in the midst of these good and pleasant things there is 
sorrow, there is pain, there is trouble. In the midst of our enjoyment of good things there is 
sickness, cancer, heart disease, Corona virus, death, unemployment, injustice, violence and riots. 
But all these bad things are nothing compared to the sorrow and pain that await those who die in 
their sins when they pass on from this life. The life that awaits those whose sins are not forgiven 
is a life of unending sorrow and suffering and pain. This is called the second death which is 
eternal separation from God and His blessing and favor. By the way we all deserve this life 
because we all have rebelled against God.

But here is the good news ... 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
In this verse, the Greek word for ‘gift’ is ‘charisma.’  Charisma means a gift of grace, or 
an undeserved favor. Paul’s intent was clear. His intention was to teach us that salvation is by 
grace. It is not by works. It is not something we work for. It is not something we earn. It is not 
something we deserve. It is given as an absolute free gift. 

Death is a wage, but life is a gift. The way life comes is completely different from the way 
death comes. In salvation all is of free gift—in damnation everything is of justice and 
deserved. “When a man is lost, he has earned it—when a man is saved, it is given him!” – C. H. 
Spurgeon

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28: And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
Jesus Christ came to give eternal life. And He gives eternal life as a gift.

2. Eternal Life is in Jesus Christ 
1 John 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.
Life is in Jesus Christ. All life is found in Jesus Christ. The gospel according to  John opens with 
these words … 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2: 
The same was in the beginning with God. 3: All things were made by him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 
John speaks here about a person called the Word which is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He affirms that Jesus Christ was in the beginning with God, and that He was co-equal with God. 
He also affirms that Jesus Christ is the Creator. All things were made by Him; and without Him 



nothing came into existence that has come into existence. Everything that exists was made by 
Him and is everything is held together by Him. 

Then John goes on to say in verse 4, “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” Not 
only all things were made by Jesus Christ, all life originated from Him. Everything that has life
—whether they be angels, or humans, or animals, or plants, or tress received their life from Him. 
Everything that lives, lives because of Him. He is the origin of all life—
physical life, spiritual life, and eternal life. Jesus Christ is the Creator of life. No one has ever 
created life, and nothing can create life. Life exists today not because of random chance and 
time. Life exists because Christ created life.

Now back to our text in 1 John 5:12 we read, “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life.” John makes it very clear and plain that life eternal is found only 
in Christ. There is only one place where eternal life can be found and it’s in Jesus Christ 
alone. Jesus is the exclusive source of eternal life. Eternal life is not found in religion or good 
works or education or science. If you want eternal life you must have the Son of God. Jesus 
Christ Himself declares, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).

To possess eternal life we must possess Christ. If eternal life is in Christ, I must have Christ to 
have eternal life! Boice wrote, “It is as impossible to have life without having Christ as it is 
impossible to have Christ without at the same time possessing eternal life.”

3. Eternal Life is received by faith
The eternal life that is in Jesus Christ and given as a free gift is received by faith. It is received 
through believing in Jesus Christ. 
1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God. 
Those who believe on the Son of God may know for sure that they have eternal life. This implies 
that one must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to receive eternal life. 

John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
We receive eternal life through believing in Christ.  There is no other way to have life. 
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. 

This is the very heart of that which we call the gospel.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Death comes by way of sin, life comes through Jesus Christ. Eternal life is received by believing 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, believe the record, the testimony of the Father about His Son. 



John 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and 
believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: 15: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16: For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Believe and you will not perish but instead you will have everlasting life. 

Closing Thoughts
Do you have eternal life? 
1 John 5:10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not 
God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 
This is the record that God gave concerning His Son Jesus Christ, “He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 
Don’t ignore Him. Don’t reject Him. To ignore or reject God’s testimony about His Son is to 
reject the eternal life offered only through the Son and rejecting the Son brings God’s wrath and 
eternal death. 
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

Jesus Christ came to earth to give eternal life. He earned the right to give eternal life and how 
did earn that right? He did it by taking your place and dying on the cross for your sins. He laid 
down His life for us that He might freely give eternal life away. But it is only  given to those who 
believe and only to those who believe. It is free not because it is worthless it is free because he 
already paid for it. It is free to us, but it cost Him everything. How about it? You have to make a 
choice: Eternal Life or Eternal death—which one will you choose? Today, you are invited to 
know Jesus Christ, to believe on Him and to receive eternal life.

To those who by the grace of God have already received the gift of eternal life through faith in 
Jesus Christ, thank God for His unspeakable gift. Live for Him and for His glory.
2 Corinthians 5:15 And that he died for all, [He laid down His life, that we might live] that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, 
and rose again.

As you live for Him, strive to bring others to a place where they could receive eternal life. You 
can either bring the people to the gospel or bring the people the gospel. Do whatever you can to 
honor our living God and Saviour by bringing others to receive eternal life. May God bless you 
as you honor and obey Him!

AMEN!


